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Restoration  keeps  mural's  message  alive 


CHICAGO  (BP)  —  The  cor-  The 
ner  of  Sheridan  Road  and  recont 
Sunnyside  Avenue  used  to  be  mural 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  inter-  togethe 
sections  in  Uptown  Church's  saidBr 
Chicago  neighborhood.  Uptow 

Drug  houses  flourished,  tor  of  < 

Eighteen  rival  street  gangs  ty  mini 
roamed  within  a  few  blocks  of  Thai 
each  other.  Shootings  claimed  he  ar 
the  lives  of  innocent  children.  Gregor 
That  was  six  years  ago.  met  wi 
Although  life  is  sfill  far  from  dozen 
idyllic  here,  the  drug  houses  school 
have  been  rehabbed.  Children  twice  a 
are  on  the  streets,  seemingly  three  r 
playing  as  if  they  didn't  have  a  brainst 
care  in  the  world.  Gangs  are  not  design, 
as  prevalent.  Be  e 

One  of  the  few  remaining  from  tr 
signs  of  the  gangs  can  be  found  i 
chi  the  sidewalks,  scribbled  there  < 
years  ago  when  tile  concrete  was 
first  poured  —  an  occasional  epi-  ] 
taph  or  tire  names  of  gangs  fol-  i 

lowed  by  the  word  "killer.  from  a  starburst  MURAL  WITH  A  MESSAGE  -  A  stained-glass  Jesus,  surrounded  by  people  of  all 

in  the  upper  left  ages  and  races,  makes  uajjart  oUh$,  Uptown  Church's  racial  reconciliation  mural. 
COITer-  _  ,  Chicago  church  and  many  volunteer  groups  have  been  working  to  restore  the 

As  eyes  travel  1 995  mural  since  if  was  painted  over  this  summer.  (Photo  by  Michael  Leathers) 
alone  the  mural, - - - - - ___ 

^God  s  multicolored  hand  sprin-  always  been  interested  in  doing  timetable  is  to  be  done  by  Sept 
kies  silhouettes  of  different  something  beyond  a  studio  2,  when  Uptown  Baptist  mil 
hues  gliding  through  a  blue  experience  with  my  art."  hold  an  outdoor  worship  service 

exPAan^e- 1  Dipping  cotton  swabs  and  celebration. 

A  Bible  verse  tells  people  mounted  on  sticks  —  giant  Q-  The  whole  mural  will 
passing  by  that  God  said  all  of  Tips  —  into  acetone,  volunteers  receive  a  polyurethane  coat  to 
thiswas  good.  rub  the  soaked  cotton  gently  protect  it  mom  graffiti  and  sim- 

The  next  section  reveals  across  each  brick.  liar  damage.  If  some  wayward 

man's  sin  —  symbolized  by  a  When  Uptown  Church  first  graffiti  mars  the  mural  down 
medieval  mace  thundering  prepared  to  paint  the  mural  in  the  road,  it  will  be  an  easy  task 
down  and  shattering  the  earth.  1993,  Bakke  sought  out  the  to  wipe  it  off. 

The  words  on  the  weapon's  neighborhood's  gangs  - 
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mural  depicts  1  1  '  *  •  < 

God's  creation  ofH*  - 

the  earth,  with  Bp,  :  ,, 

plants  and  am  -  _j>  ; 

mals  flowing 

from  a  starburst  MURAL  WITH  A  Ml 
in  the  upper  left  ages  and  races,  makes 
comer.  The  Chicago  church  ai 


Directions 


Terminations  down 


Practi^LTdnciples 


Missing  in  action 


Jh  Baptist  churches  all  across  There's  simply  no  way  to 

Mississippi,  happy  voices  have  begun  paint  a  pretty  picture  over  the 
to  once  again  ml  the  hallways  as  sum-  scandal  of  male  leadership 
mer  begins  to  fade  and  our  children  make  missing  in  action  when  it 
their  way  to  Royal  Ambassador  (RA)  and  comes  to  missions  education. 
Girls  in  Action  (GA)  meetings.  In  too  many  Mississippi 

As  the  boys  settle  in  for  their  weekly  RA  Baptist  churches,  men  have 
session  eager  to  know  how  to  grow  into  clearly  failed  to  assume  the 
real  men  who  love  Kingdom  work,  they  mantle  of  leadership  for  rais- 
thrill  to  the  action  stones  of  missionary  ing  our  boys  in  the  tradition  of 
adventure  —  especially  when  the  heroes  of  missions  education, 
the  real-life  stones  are  boys  their  age.  It's  the  same  old  excuses 

They  soak  up  the  presentations  given  by  offered  for  dodging  other 
missionaries  who  visit  their  classrooms,  church  duties.  Gotta  work  late. 

I  They  crave  the  tactile  exhilaration  RA  time  just  happens  to  con- 
of  handling  everything  the  mission-  flict  with  my  tee  time, 
aries  bring  with  them.  You  don't  understand,  pas- 

They  listen  raptly  as  the  mission-  tor.  I  have  back  trouble.  I'm  on 
aries  talk  of  ancient  cultures  and  medication.  I  suffer  from 
unusual  traditions  in  the  areas  where  headaches  or  gout  or  bad  kid- 
they  served.  They  become  complete-  neys.  The  material  is  boring, 
ly  swept  away  in  the  moment.  My  boss  won't  let  me 

Even  at  their  tender  age,  they  rearrange  my  work  schedule, 
have  begun  to  grasp  how  important  I'm  not  a  good  speaker.  You 
it  is  to  De  personally  involved  in  really  need  someone  more 
missions.  As  boys  are  apt  to  do,  they  educated.  The  dog  ate"  my 
eagerly  anticipate  manhood  and  asx  homework. 
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The  need  overwhelmed  both 
students  and  staff.  Christy 
Carley,  BSU  director  at  Baptist- 
affiliated  Mississippi  College  in 
Clinton,  noted  that  *'God  worked 
not  only  in  the  lives  of 
Bostonians,  but  also  in  the  lives  of 
our  Mississippi  BSU  students." 

"That  week  gave  our  stu¬ 
dents  ffie  vision  tor  what  God  is 
doing  all  over  our  nation,"  she 
pointed  out. 

Tracy  Moser,  BSU  director  at 
BMC,  summarized  the  general 
feelings  of  those  who  served: 
"Our  experience  in  Boston  was 
an  excellent  one." 

Michael  Ball,  BSU  director 
at  Mississippi  State  University 
in  Starkville,  noted,  "There  is  a 
great  need  for  campus  minis¬ 
ters  in  this  highly  academic 
climate." 

With  80  college  campuses  in 
Boston,  there  are  currently  only 
five  BSU  directors  working  on 
those  campuses. 

Each  year  the  MLSMO  pro¬ 
vides  vital  assistance  in  mobi¬ 
lizing  college  students  for  mis¬ 
sion  causes.  Your  giving  results 
in  a  fulfilled  desire  of  a  particu¬ 
lar  student  by  providing  need¬ 
ed  assistance  in  defraying  costs. 

The  college  students  of  our 
state  are  a  nch  resource  ready 
to  be  tapped,  and  Mississippi 
Baptists  are  to  be  commended 
for  helping  them -to  go  and 
serve  through  the  Margaret 


he  Margaret  Lackey  State 
Mission  (  ' 


CIRCULATION  MANAGER 
Brenda  Quattlebaum 


Guest  Opinion 


Offering 
(MLSMO)  helped  make  it  possi¬ 
ble  for  college  students  from 
Mississippi  to  travel  to  Boston 
during  Spring  Break  2001  to 
participate  in  the  Boston  Plunge. 

The  Boston  Plunge  was  an 
effort  to  "cover"  the  city  with 
college  students  eager  to  minis¬ 
ter  and  share  Jesus.  During 
2001,  Boston  was  designated  by 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board  as  a  Strategic  Focus  City. 

Students  from  12  Baptist 
Student  Unions  (BSU)  on  college 
campuses  across  our  state  trav¬ 
eled  during  March  2001  to  min¬ 
ister  in  the  Boston  area.  These 
243  Mississippi  university  and 
college  students  and  staff  were 
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Bill  Kirkpatrick,  BSU  direc-  ber  of  colleges  and  universities 
tor  at  Delta  State  University  in  in  the  Boston  area  and  how  dif- 
Cleveland,  noted  that  his  '/stu-  ficult  it  is  to  do  ministry  on 
dents  were  amazed  at  the  num-  these  campuses." 
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The  MLSMO  helped  provide 
$100  in  assistance  to  each  stu¬ 
dent  in  order  to  help  defray 
travel  expenses  and  otner  costs. 
This  was  vital  in  making  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  students  to  take  part. 

Their  experiences  were 
rewarding.  Maria  Teel,  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Baptist-affiliated  Blue 
Mountain  College  (BMC)  in 
Blue  Mountain,  said  of  the 
experience,  "We  had  our  eyes 
opened  to  new,  ways  to  minis- 
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For  more  than  10  years,  tacled  patients  to  invite  them  to 
Foreman  has  sought  to  meet  church  and  to  offer  more  infor- 
the  physical  and  spiritual  needs  mation  about  Christianity  and 

I  of  the  Honduran  the  plan  of  salvation. 

people  through  the  "It  is  wonderful  to  see  so 
climes.  many  people  get  involved  in  this 

Foreman  exam-  ministry/'  Foreman  remarked, 
ines  the  eyes  of  Although  Foreman  has 
those  who  visit  the  never  been  formally  trained, 
clinic,  and  she  pre-  her  knowledge  and-  practical 
sents  Honduras  experience  aid  many  grateful 
citizens  with  pairs  Hondurans, 
of  eyeglasses  that  Foreman  deliberately  estab- 
match  his  or  her  lishes  the  clinics  in  areas  where 
prescription.  no  optometrists  practice,  so  the 

After  glasses  are  clinics  often  are  the  only  venue 
distributed,  clinic  those  with  poor  eyesight  have 
volunteers  share  to  acquire  the  help  they  need, 
with  patients  the  If  an  optometrist  practices  in 
circle  of  love  with-  an  area.  Foreman  refers  resi- 
in  the  ministry.  dents  of  that  area  to  the  profes- 
"We  tell  them  sional  for  examinations.  She 
that  God  loves  then  gives  the  patients  glasses 
them  so  much  that  based  on  their  prescriptions, 
he  touched  some¬ 
one's  heart  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  glasses,  he  * 

touched  other  peo- 
pie  to  help  in 
cleaning  the  glass-  ^ 
es,  finding  the  pre- 
scription  for  them 
and  getting  them 


BAPTISTS 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


Published  Since  1877 


visible 

their  es 

con-  Honduras,  to 

for  in  Christians  because  of  their  poor  eyesight. 

need.  United  States  dili-  As  GAs  learned  now 

During  the  EYEGLASS  COORDINATOR —  Donna  Savage  of  Central  gently  work  Foreman  seeks  to  share  the  love 
month  of  May,  Church  in  Marion,  Ohio,  is  the  stateside  coordinator  for  the  toward  the  min-  of  Jesus  by  meeting  the  imme- 

GA  magazines  eyeglass  ministry  of  international  missionary  Jo  Anne  Foreman,  istry's  fruition.  diate  physical  needs  of  the 

Discovery,  GA  Savage  and  other  women  from  the  Ohio  church  clean  the  eye-  Nearsighted  and  Hondurans,  they  began  collect- 

World,  and  glasses  and  her  son,  John  Savage,  determines  the  prescription  farsighted  people  ing  glasses  from  their  commu- 

Aware  featured  with  a  lens  meter.  (Photo  by  Jo  Anne  Foreman)  around  the  country  nities  and  congregations. 

missions  work  in  - * -  send  their  old  or  GA  magazines  design  editor 

Honduras.  Foreman,  one  of  the  country's  efforts  to  repair  roads  new  spectacles  to  Foreman's  Barbara  Massey  noted  that  GAs 
featured  missionaries,  conducts  and  bridges  to  their  original  home  church.  Central  Church,  are  always  eager  to  help  mis- 
eye  clinics  in  rural  areas.  conditions.  Marion,  Ohio.  sionaries  succeed. 

As  a  missionaiy  for  the  Ministering  to  Hondurans  A  group  of  women  from  the  "This  is  a  direct  example  of 
International  Mission  Board,  since  1978,  Foreman  teaches  church  cleans  the  glasses  under  learning  of  a  need  and  working 
Foreman  strives  to  help  improve  discipleship  classes,  initiates  the  supervision  or  Savage.  Her  together  to  meet  that  need, 

the  health  of  Hondurans,  espe-  Bible  studies,  works  with  com-  son  John  identifies  the  prescrip-  Massey  said, 

dally  those  living  in  rural  areas,  munities  to  plant  churches,  tions  of  the  donated  glasses  Individuals  or  churches 
Hurricane  Mitch  devastated  and  plans  and  conducts  the  using  a  lensometer.  interested  in  participating  in 

the  country  in  1998,  and  much  eye  clinics.  The  women  then  sort,  pack-  the  eyeglass  ministry  in  the 

.age,  and  label  the  glasses  future  may  send  glasses  to  John 
according  to  their  prescriptions.  Savage,  3550  Maple  Grove 
Rural  churches  in  Honduras  Road  Marion,  OH  43302. 
offer  their  buildings  for  the  clin-  For  information  about  GAs, 
ics,  and  volunteers  from  the  in  Southern  Baptist  churches, 
churches  help  pilot  the  ministry,  call  WMU's  Customer  Service 
The  pastor  and  church  mem-  at  (800)  968-7301  or  visit 
bers  often  visit  the  newly  spec-  www.gapassport.com. 
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intolerance  and  insensitivity  toward  gays  and  lesbians  in  our 
society,"  according  to  an  Aug.  15  CNSNews.com  report.  The 
NEA's  "Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  Task  Force"  was  established  at 
the  July  NE A  convention  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  drawn- 
om  debate  over  homosexual  issues  on  the  convention  floor. 
Then  NEA  backed  off  a  pro-homosexuality  measure  known  as 
die  "New  B"  resolution  at  its  convention.  The  draft  resolution 
called  for  the  development  of  curriculum  and  institutional 
materials  along  with  programs  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of 
homosexual  faculty  members  and  students.  NEA  spokes¬ 
woman  Kathleen  Lyons  indicated  Aug.  14  that  the  NEA  will 
not  talk  with  die  press  about  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  Task 
Force  until  the  group  actually  produces  its  report  in  February 
2002.  Lyons,  instead,  chose  to  release  remarks  made  by  NEA 
President  Bob  Chase  explaining  the  NEA  position.  "[The]  reso¬ 
lutions  committee  [withdrew]  Resolution 'New  B,'  and  instead 
[called]  fob  the  establishment  of  a  task  force  to  look  at  the  issues 
relating  to  sexual  orientation  in  a  thorough  and  meaningful 
way,"  Chase  said  in  the  statement.  "Let  me  he  clear:  in  no  way 
is  toe  NEA  backing  away  from  the  important  issues  raised  by 


Jerry  Clower  of  Yazoo  City  and  Grand  Ole  Opry  fame  announces  his 
intention  to  nominate  Jess  Moody  for  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  1992.  Clower  makes  the  statement  during  a  recent  visit  to 
the  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson. 


Roy  Collum,  director  of  the  Evangelism  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  Tor  11  years,  retires  and  observes,  "If  I  were 
entering  the  pastorate  instead  of  retiring  as  evangelism  director.  I'd  preach 
more  sermons  on  hell." 


The  probable  opening  of  Glorieta  Assembly  in  New  Mexico —  the 
newest  campground  owned  :by  .  the  Baptist  Sunday  JyhooL  Board  in 
Nashville  —  by  the  summer  of  1952  is  in  sight,  according  to  John  L.  Hill, 
who  is  in  charge  of  promotion  of  the  assembly. 
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Speaker  tags  'hurry  sickness'  as  epidemic 


GLORIETA,  N.M.(BP)  —  John  Tadlock 
says  there  is  an  epidemic  of  "hurry  sickness" 
in  today's  run-as-fast-as-you-can  world. 

"Everyone  is  busy.  Everyone  uses  the 
words.  There  aren't  enough  hours  in  a 
day.'"  However,  he  said  days  have  the 
same  number  of  hours  they  always  have. 

Tadlock,  collegiate  ministries  group 
leader  with  the  Baptist  General  Association 


of  Virginia,  spoke  to  a  group 
during  Collegiate  Week  at 
LifeWay  Glorieta  Conference 
Center  in  New  Mexico. 

Hurry  sickness,  he  said,  is 
"the  continuous  struggle  to 
participate  in  more  and  more 
events  in  less  and  less  time, 
frequently  in  the  face  of 
opposition  of  other  people. 

''We  have  faxes,  e-mails, 
voice  mail,  pay  at  the  pump, 
and  microwaves  —  all  this 
stuff  designed  to  take  less 
time  so  we  will  have  more 
time.  But,  you  know,  it  does¬ 
n't  work  that  way,"  he  said. 

Thirty-four  years  ago 
some  members  of  Congress 
predicted  that  by  the  turn  of 
the  century  one  of  the  main 

froblems  in  the  United 
tates  would  be  what  people 
would  do  with  all  their  spare 
time,  he  noted. 

With  all  the  "new"  time¬ 
saving  devices,  the  U.S.  work 
week  would  be  cut  to  about 
30  hours,  they  had  predicted. 

"Now,  tell  me,  how  many 
of  you  have  all  that  spare 
time?"  he  asked.  "You  may 
have  hurry  sickness  if  you  are 
constantly  speeding  up  the 
pace  of  your  daily  activities. 

"If  you  are  approaching  a 
stop  light  ana  you  judge 
which  lane  to  get  in  based 


Iing  on  the  computer,  reading  a 
book,  and  watching  television. 

"We  use  words  to  keep  us 
from  listening  to  God.  To  lis¬ 
ten,  you  have  to  be  still  and 
quiet.  The  importance  of  lis¬ 
tening  to  God  cannot  be 
overstated." 

Busyness  also  erodes  a 
person's  capacity  to  love. 
''We  lose  the  capacity  to  love 
God  and  others,"  Tadlock 
said.  "Hurry  and  love  are 
fundamentally  opposed." 

He  said  a  danger  of  con¬ 
stant  activity  is  getting  addict¬ 
ed  to  hurry.  "We  live  in  such  a 
state  of  adrenaline  arousal 
that  we  can't  slow  down." 

So,  what  can  be  done? 
"We  have  to  ruthlessly  delete 
hurry  from  our  lives," 
Tadlock  said.  "The  opposite 
of  hurry  isn't  slow.  The  oppo¬ 
site  of  hurry  is  rest. 

"God  wants  us  to  under¬ 
stand  the  importance  of  rest, 
of  sleep.  Maybe  the  most 
spiritual  thing  you  can  do 
liversity  of  tonight  is  to  get  a  good 
st  General  night's  sleep,"  Tadlock  coun- 
[iate  Week  seled.  "You  can't  be  loving  to 
anyone  if  you're  tired." 


Ag  Missions 
meeting  set 
for  Sept.  7-8 


The  Agricultural  Missions 
^foundation  (AMF),  in  cooper- 
ration  with  the  Men's  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board, 
wilft.  sponsor  a  conference 
September  7-8  at  judson 


Church  in  Brentwood,  Tenn. 
The  focus  of  the  conference 
will  be  the  importance  of 


iral  missions  as  an 
Gospel  tool, 
ig  the  speakers  for 
ting  will  be  agricul¬ 


tural  missionaries: 

•  Kenneth  Bowie,  who 
serves  in  Peru. 

•  Jon  Zeiger,  who  manages 

f  •  Jetty* Bedsole,  who 
tabled  id  1996  after  almost 
30  years  of  service  in 

^The  conference  will  get 
iffitNjlway  at  7  p.m.  on 


Most  Vermont  civil  unions  going  to  out-of-staters 


Brentwood, 
fbrthe  main 


If  the  court  rules  on  state  any  problems,  there  will  be  no 
law,  then  it  will  stop  at  the  impact'  —  which  are  the  same 
Georgia  Supreme  Court  level,  lines  we  heard  when  they  were 
Staver  said.  getting  ready  to  push  this  thing 

The  Vermont  Civil  Union  through  last  year,"  he  said. 
Review  Commission  heard  In  recent  months,  civil 
from  homosexual  advocacy  unions  have  been  going  almost 

Bs  that  legislatures  in  exclusively  to  out-of-state  resi- 
:  Island,  Hawaii,  dents  as  tne  number  of  eligible 

Washington,  California,  and  Vermont  couples  who  wanted 
Connecticut  are  considering  to  form  partnerships  —  just 
proposals  modNed  on  over  500  at  last  count  —  already 
Vermont's  civil  unions.  have  performed  the  ceremony. 

The  11-member  commission.  After  Vermonters,  civil 
which  includes  two  House  unions  are  most  popular  with 
members  and  two  state  sena-  residents  of  New  York, 
tors,  also  looked  at  whether  Massachusetts,  and  California, 
there  was  an  undue  burden  on  Unions  also  have  been^rant- 
the  court  system  for  dissolution  ed  to  couples  from  Canada, 
of  civil  unions.  Mexico,  Great  Britain, 

Civil  unions  haven't  been  Australia,  the  Netherlands, 
around  long  enough  to  see  Germany,  India,  Guatemala, 
break-ups,  said  Craig  Bensen,  and  Venezuela, 
vice  president  of  Take  It  to  the  Female  couples  applying  for 
People,  a  grassroots  oiganiza-  civil  unions  outnumber  males 
tion  opposed  to  civil  unions.  by  about  two-to-one. 

"You've  got  to  get  five  years  According  to  Census  2000 
under  your  Delt  before  you  start  figures,  there  are  4,774  same- 
seeing  a  significant  number  of  sex  couples  in  Mississippi, 
break-ups,  he  said.  where  several  years  ago  law- 

The  commission  looked  at  makers  passed  and  former 
the  consequences  of  the  law  Governor  Kirk  Fordice  signed 
and  its  impact  on  other  states,  into  law  a  bill  removing  the 
Bensen  said.  possibility  of  legal  recognition 

"We're  getting  more  of  'the  qf  same-sex  civil  unions  from 
sky  isn't  Falling,  there  aren't  other  states. 


Judson  Church 
of  the  confer- 


iWMons  fellowships  orga- 
stF  throughout  the  South, 
need  is  so  great  around 
world  that  an  expanded 
F  is  a  must  for  meeting  the 


Madison,  an  AMF  organizer 
and  30-year  charter  member. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Harold  or  Joyce  Watson 
at  (601)  857-0066.  E-mail: 
hwatso6aol.com. 
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LifeWay  marks  100th;  plans  third  Miss,  store 


KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP  and  local  r 
reports)  —  LifeWay  Christian  Stores 
personnel,  customers,  and  Southern 
Baptist  leaders  celebrated  the  mile¬ 
stone  of  100  LifeWay  stores  Aug.  16  at 
the  grand  opening  of  the  Knoxville 
(Tenn.)  west  store. 

"We're  here  for  one  reason  and  one 
reason  alone  and  that  is  to  do  the  work 
of  ministry,"  said  Mark  Scott,  president 
of  the  national  chain  owned  and  oper¬ 
ated  by  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC). 

"When  you  come  into  one  of  our 
stores,  we  believe  every  one  of  our 
products,  offers  a  biblical  solution"  to 
life's  challenges,  Scott  said.  He  noted 
that  the  new  store  is  the  second  in 
Knoxville  and  the  10th  in  Tennessee. 

LifeWay  plans  to  open  its  third 
Mississippi  bookstore  in  Gulfport  on 
October  8.  The  new  facility,  which  will 
join  Jackson  and  Tupelo  bookstores, 
will  be  located  in  Crosswoods  Center 
at  the  intersection  of  Interstate  10  and 
U.S.  Highway  49.. 

Scott  said  the  idea  for  a  chain  of, 
bookstores  originated  with  J.M.  Frost, 
the  first  corresponding  secretary  of 
what  was  then  called  the  Sunday 
School  Board. 

Frost  served  1891-93  and  1896-1916, 
but  the  stores  did  not  materialize  during 
his  administration.  In  1925,  the  board 
purchased  the  Baptist  Book  Concern  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  as  its  first  store. 

Later,  the  name  was  changed  to 
Baptist  Book  Store  and,  in  1998,  the 
chain  became  LifeWay  Christian 


SIERRA  CELELBRATES  OPENING  —  Jennifer 
McReynolds  (left)  and  Wendi  Green  of  the  Christian 
singing  group  Sierra  sign  CDs  at  the  100th  LifeWay 
Christian  Store  grand  opening.  McReynolds'  2-year- 
old  son  Jacob  is  looking  at  the  Veggie  Tales  with  great 
interest.(Photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 


Stores  following  the  SBC-approved 
name  change  for  the  Sunday  School 
Board  to  LifeWay. 

James  T.  Draper,  Jr.,  president  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources,  observed 
that  with  the  growth  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Stores,  "we're  living  out 
someone  else's  dreams." 

In  1973,  the  Sunday  School  Board 
opened  two  retail  stores  named 
LifeWay.  "They  didn't  thrive.  It  was  a 
dream  before  its  time,"  he  said,  noting 
that  the  stores  were  later  closed  but 
the  name  was  retained  for  possible 
future  use. 

"It's  not  unusual  in  one  of  our  stores 
to  see  someone  pray  to  receive  Christ," 
Draper  said.  "The  vision  to  share  Christ 
is  the  vision  we  have  for  our  stores." 

Ted  Warren,  executive  vice  president 
and  chief  operating  officer  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources,  said,  "We're  not 
just  about  doing  budgets,  selling  books, 
and  Bibles.  We're  about  meeting  the 
needs  of  people." 

When  a  person  comes  through  the 
door  of  a  LifeWay  store,  Warren  said, 
employees  never  know  the  potential, 
life-changing  spiritual  impact  tnat  could 
be  made  from  the  visit. 

"Affecting  lives  for  eternity  is  the  rea¬ 
son  we're  here,"  he  said. 

Bruce  Robinson,  chairman  of 
LifeWay  trustees  and  pastor  of  West 
Lonsdale  Church,  Knoxville,  said,  "I 
believe  with  all  my  heart  that  this 
store  is  uniquely  designed  and  strate¬ 
gically  located  to  do  ministry  for 
many  years  to  come." 


= 


One  Hundred  Years 


years  ago 


One  hundred 

America  was  still  young. 
William  McKinley  was 
President.  A  new  century  was 
still  fresh,  in  its  beginning 
stages,  and  then  Mrs.  Montye 
Gillon  was  bom  in  the  outskirts 
of  Grenada  County. 

Recently,  I  received  a  call 
from  one  of  Gillon's  nieces 
informing  me  that  Aunt  Montye 
was  going  to  be  having  her 
100th  Dirtnday,  August  7,  2001. 
She  had  heard  \ 
to  be  in  the  Grenada  area 
wondered  if  I  could  stop  by  and 
see  this  remarkable  lady. 

It  wasn't  as  though  1  did  not 
know  and  had  not  nad  a  con¬ 
nection  with  her,  because  over 
50  years  ago  her  pastor  was  my 
dad.  At  me  time,  I  was  the 
youngest  of  three  boys  in  our 
family,  and  Aunt  Montye 
remembered  me  and  I  remem¬ 
bered  her. 

The  thing  that  she  recalled 
about  me  was  that  I  was  the  little 
boy  who  would  get  up  on 
Sunday  mornings,  as  everyone 
was  getting  ready  to  go  to 
chuicrC  and  go  out  with  her  to 
pick  the  beautiful  flower 
arrangement  that  she  carried  to 
the  Lord's  House.  The  Bung  I 
remembered  about  her  was  mat 
she  played  the  piano  and  was  an 
active,  energetic,  wonderful  lady. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  the 
day  of  her  birthday  celebra¬ 
tion,  I  went  by  her  house. 
When  1  knocked  on  her  door 
and  heard  her  cheerful,  "Come 
on  in!"  I  did  so.  We  began  con-^ 
Versihg  as  though  it  was  ‘bnly'' 
last  spring  that  we  had  been 


‘Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


picking  flowers.  What  a  joy  it 
was  to  see,  visit,  and  be  blessed 
by  this  remarkable  100-year- 
old  mother,  grandmother, 
great-grandmother,  and  great- 
great-grandmother! 

It  cud  not  take  very  long  to 
lose  sight  of  how  long  she  had 
lived  and  to  be  overwhelmed 
by  how  she  had  lived.  Oh,  I 
know  that  it  is  a  remarkable 
thing  —  to  live  100  years!  Just 
imagine  —  36,525  days  —  that 
is  a  big  deal!  What  she  did  dur¬ 
ing  those  days  is  even  more 
significant. 

She  lived  her  life,  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  live  it,  in  service  to 
others.  For  a  quarter-of  a  cen¬ 
tury  she  was  a  postmistress. 
Beyond  that,  she  served  in  the 
community  in  a  multiplicity  of 
ways  —  including  being  the 
pianist  for  both  the  Baptist 
and  Methodist  churches  in 
Gore  Springs. 

The  Methodists  lost  their 
pianist  and  Aunt  Montye  said 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  tola  her  to 
go  and  play  for  them,  so  off  she 
went  —  providing  music  for 
the  early  service  at  the 
Methodist  church  and  then 
comjng  to  play  for  the  Baptist 
church.  Alsb/  up  Ttf  how,  {ft 
.  Christmas  time  she  has  gotten  a 


gift  for  every  member  of  her 
family,  which  now  numbers 
scores  and  scores. 

In  the  middle  of  our  visit, 
nothing  would  do  her  but  for 
us  to  drink  a  cup  of  coffee 
together  and  eat  a  piece  of  fresh 
blueberry  cake  and  a  piece  of 
chocolate  pie.  I  started  to  help 
her  up  out  of  her  seat  to  go  over 
to  the  kitchen  table,  but  sne  was 
up  and  moving  around  faster 
than  me! 

The  longer  I  visited,  the 
worse  I  felt!  I  sat  there  taking 
inventory  and  realized  that  her 
eyesight  was  sharper  than 
mine,  her  hearing  better  than 
mine,  her  mind  clearer  than 
mine,  and  I  soon  found  out 
that  her  appetite  was  bigger 
than  mine! 

During  the  visit  of  about  an 
hour,  over  a  dozen  phone  calls 
came  in.  While  I  sat  listening  to 
half  of  a  conversation,  I  was 
just  amazed  as  friends  and  fam¬ 
ily  called  and  she  consistently 
served  them  with  a  choice 
blessing.  Without  exception, 
she  spoke  a  word  of  encourage¬ 
ment,  gave  affirmation,  and 
expressed  heart-felt  gratitude. 
It  was  amazing!  Of  course,  with 
anyone  whtf  reaches  a  frtile- 
stone  such  as  a  100-year  birth¬ 


day  celebration,  the  question 
that  pleads  to  be  asked  is, 
"How  did  you  live  to  be  so 
old?"  So,  I  asked  her. 

She  answered  with  a  some¬ 
what  disarming,  "I  don't 
know,  but  one  thing  is  for  sure, 
you  need  to  learn  to  be  happy. 
If  you  are  not  happy  where 
you  are  and  doing  what  you 
are  doing,  get  where  you  will 
be  happy  and  enjoy  what  you 
are  doing." 

For  Aunt  Montye,  it  was  not 
just  a  "feel-good '  philosophy 
of  life,  but  a  commitment  to 
finding  a  way  to  be  happy, 
whatever  the  circumstances 
may  be.  In  a  hundred  years,  she 
has  seen  a  lot  of  sickness,  had 
numerous  surgeries,  lost  a 
house  to  fire,  lost  her  husband 
to  death  when  he  was  just  50 
years  old,  and  yet,  through  it 
all,  she  kept  on  singing,  smil¬ 
ing,  and  laughing. 

The1  Apostle  Paul  said,  "I 
have  learned  in  whatsoever 
state  I  am,  therewith  to  be  con¬ 
tent."  There  is  a  genuine,  spiri¬ 
tual  dimension  of  happiness 
and  contentment  that  the  Lord 
can  bring,  regardless  of  what 
life  may  bring. 

If  you  find  that,  you  may  live 
to  be  a  hundred.  If  you  don't 
find  it,  it  doesn't  matter  how 
many  years  you  live,  they  will 
just  be  years  of  misery.  If  you 
do  find  it,  even  if  you  aon't  live 
a  century,  they  will  be  delight¬ 
ful  and  helpful  years. 

Aunt  Montye,  thanks  for 
the  birthday  party!  Thanks  for. 
a  hundred  years  of  blessings 
and  for  the  positive,  exciting 
*  way  ybli  poinPTl's  tb  the  next*’ 
* '  hundred  years! 
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Names  in  the  News 


fcahifav  and  owner  of 
Misfcdjy  Furniture  in  Peart, 
Wilt  be  master  of  ceremonies. 
*  Sponsors  erf  the  event 
include  area  churches;  First 
Priority  ministry  of  Jadcson; 
Metro  Association,  Jackson; 
Rankin  Association,  Brandon; 
and  Youth  for  Christ. 

"We  are  asking  all  churches 
to  hold  combined  youth  wor¬ 
ship  services  at  this  rally,  and 
that  is  why  it  is  being  held  on 
Wednesday  night,"  said  Rick 
Clark,  First  Priority  president. 

"It  is  time  for  all  of  us  to  come 
together  and  let  the  students  see 
the  powerful  force  they  have  in 
Mississippi ,"  he  added. 

Cost  is  $3  per  person,  and 
youth  leaders  may  bring  one 
ch6eh4ftoover{ihe’eo9Fof  all 
attendees  in  their  group.  For 
more  information,  call  (877) 
81 5-8335  or  (601 )  854-5307. 


Jill  Pictured  (from  left,  frqnt  row)  John  Keeton  Jr.;  All^n  Puckett 
Harrington  has  are  Milton  Magee,  board  pres-  III;  William  Preston  Jr.; 
been  awarded  a  ident;  Cameron  Dean;  Wendell  Rogers;  and  Stephen 
$6,000  scholar-  McGregor;  Patricia  Stanford;  Reynolds,  president  and  CEO, 
ship  from  the  and  Tom  Sumrall;  (back  row)  BMHC. 

Lawrence 

I.ouisi'  Palmer  ••  >•? &  ii  st.«€  ,?m!  .-jag'!' 

SchoPirshi  p  £jlr ar 

Fund  ot  First  V 

Church,  Amorv.  -  1 1  r'f.i  j  *-,  /  \ 

degree  at  'fpl  9.  *  -^|r*  "  *  sS''*v  Jt 

Sou  thw  extern  tyi  '  f 

Sent  mu  r\  I  he  fa  $  '  i  ~TS  ^ 
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Reid  and  the  Williamses  c_nurcnpy  dick 

Palmer  in  mem- 

Joey  Williams,  worship  pas-  ory  of  his  parents.  Since  the 
tor  at  Hillcrest  Church,  Jackson,  inception  of  the  scholarship 
was  ordained  to  the  ministry  fund  in  1983,  approximately 
on  July  29  at  Parkway  Church,  $63,000  has  been  awarded  to  11 
Natchez.  Pictured  (from  left)  members  of  Firs*  Church, 
are  Jim  Re*id,  minister  of  youth 

at  Parkway  Church;  Williams  J.  R.  Eaton  was  licensed  to 
and  his  wife  Jennifer.  the  ministry  on  Aug.  5  by  Amity 

H  Church,  Chickasaw  Association. 

Eaton  (right)  is  pictured  receiv¬ 
ing  his  certificate  from  Gary 
Robe  rson,  pastor. 

Kermit  McGregor,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  recently  attended 
a  Baptist  Memorial  Health 
Care  (BMHC)  board  meeting  at 
the  Baptist  Memorial  Hospital 
for  Women  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 


Homecomings 

Elon,  Macon:  Sept.  9; 
Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch  and  fellowship;  singing 
featuring  Shirley  Battle,  1 
p.m.;  Bob  Myers,  former  I 
pastor,  speaker;  Allen  H.  ! 
Mapp  Jr.,  pastor. 

New  Prospect,  ■ 

Brookhaven:  Sept.  9;Hg 

Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;Hp 
worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  Kl 
by  noon  meal  in  fellowship  Bp 
hall;  Robert  K.  Speights,  Ip 
guest  speaker;  Buddy! 
Reynaud,  music;  1:15  p.m.  ft? 
service  with  special  music  !*• 
provided  by  the  Ladies  Trio  IS 
and  the  New  Prospect! 
Ladies  Ensemble;  Willie  T.  K 
Welch  is  pastor. 


Members  of  the  BMHC  Board 


‘The  first  ‘Baptist  Church  of  Leland,  9dS 
is  making  available  a  series  of  sermons  delivered  by 
Jon  DoCer  on  the  subject  of  grief. 

Sermon  titles  are: 

When  Death  Becomes  A^iend  ♦  May  God’s  Will  Be  Done 

■  This  is  The  pw4he  Lord  Hath  Made  ♦  When  Life  is  A  Gift 

■  Don’t  Go  tdffeep  Whefl  ♦  The  Sufferings  of  This 

Your  Friends  are  Hurting  Present  Hour 

■  Lord.  Take  My  Life.  ♦  Thou  Shalt  Not  Steal  My  Grief 

These  sermons  were  preached  by  Doler following  the  11-year 
illness  and  death  of  his  wife,  Scotti.  These  eight  sermons  on  tape 
are  available  from  the  church for  $20.00. 
you  may  order  ly  mail  fBC  Leland,  90.  90^286,  Leland,  ‘MS 
38756,  by  phone  (662)  686-7357  orby  e-mailfbcl@bellsouth.net. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  ol 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP?  The  solution  is 
a  15-passenger  van 
with  an  aisle,  raised  root 
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-MOVE R.SI  . 
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